II. Foundations for the New Proposals
EDUCATING FOR DEMOCRATIC LIVING
CHALLENGES SCHOOLS
Educational leaders who wish the schools to take or keep
a position of leadership in the community and continue to
build sound foundations for a new kind of democratic life
will examine the entire school curriculum before taking any
steps toward making the present programs more democratic.
Democracy is primarily a way of living and, if to live is to
learn, democracy is above all a process of education.
Each school must be, in itself, a unit of democratic organ-
ization, administration, and action. The day-by-day life of
the school must help the children and the adults of its com-
munity to be more aware of the meaning of democracy in
action.
A school is organized in a manner to permit of democratic
action if the children and their parents and interested persons
of the community are included in cooperative activities in the
school and the community. The chief responsibility for
such organization rests with the administrators, including the
school-board members; and cooperative action, to be success-
ful, must be based on working for goals desired by all persons
participating in what is undertaken.
Educators recognize the value as workable guides of a series
of objectives set up for general education by the Educational
Policies Commission of the National Education Association.
Concretely stated these are: "objectives of self-realization, or
those which deal with the development of the individual .him-
self; objectives of human relationships or those of the edu-
cated person which relate to the immediate person-to-person
contacts; objectives of economic efficiency which provide for
the indispensable material basis for comfort, safety, and even
26